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REGENERATION AND HOUSING PANEL 

 

 
Monday, 21st November, 2016 

 
Present:  Councillor Clare Cleary (in the Chair), Councillors Mohammad Ayub, 

Jean Battle, Tony Dobson, Stewart Eaves, June Harrison and 
Joyce Plummer 
 

Apologies  

  

 
95 Apologies for Absence and Substitutions 

 
An apology for absence was submitted from Simon Prideaux.   
 

96 Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

97 Minutes of Last Meeting held on 19th September 2016 
 
The Minutes of the last meeting for the Regeneration and Housing Panel held on 19th 
September 2016 were submitted for approval as a correct record. 
 
Resolved - That the Minutes be received and approved as a correct 

record. 
 

98 Housing Renewal Funding 
 
The HMR Programme Monitoring Officer submitted a report on the progress of the Housing 
Renewal Programme for 2016/17.  She gave details of the proposed spend for the 
programme and spend to the end of October 2016.  She reported on costs for the 
Woodnook Project and the initial expenditure of £430,000 and referred Members to 
appendix 1 for details of the project element breakdown.  She also explained that: 

 Cabinet had taken a decision on a compulsory purchase order for the purposes of 
land assembly in West Accrington and a statement of reasons had been prepared 
and was being progressed in conjunction with Legal Services.   

 Two properties remained outstanding on Pendle Street and would require 
compulsory purchase orders. 

 They were in the process of collecting the final forms for facelifts from properties on 
Spring Street, Rishton.   

 
 Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

99 Woodnook Update 
 
The HMR Programme Monitoring Officer submitted a report to update the Panel on 
progress with the Woodnook regeneration project detailing progress with Phases I and II, 
including: 

 completion of works on 37 of 45 properties now ready for letting (Phase I). 

 with a further transfer of 17 properties on Booth Street (PhaseI) to the Woodnook 
JVCO before the end of December.  
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 completion of works to the two remaining houses (Royds Street and Augusta Street 
in Phase I) to be completed in 2017.   

 the full refurbishment of 10 properties in Phase II now let and progress of a further 
22 properties.   

 the near completion of public realm on Booth Street and Priestley Nook.   

 Phase II facelifting now completed. 

 A further consultation on the proposed pedestrian crossing for Nuttall Street by 
Lancashire County Council. 

 
The HMR Programme Monitoring Officer reported that PlaceFirst were not intending to 
replace Yvonne Hinds, Woodnook Neighbourhood Co-ordinator, who had resigned from her 
post.  An agreement had been made between PlaceFirst and the Council to loan PlaceFirst 
street cleaning equipment and for the Council to pick up any rubbish collected.   
 
Councillor Dobson referred to the increase in litter in the area since residents had moved in.  
The Head of Regeneration and Housing explained that PlaceFirst’s allocations policy was 
robust and gave possible reasons for the recent fly tipping and the Council’s response.  The 
Chair indicated that she would consult the Head of Community Services and provide 
Members of the Panel with clarification of Council policy on rubbish and fly tipping 
collections. 
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

100 New Town Square - Preferred Option 
 
The Regeneration and Property Manager gave a presentation on the proposed Town 
Square and the preferred option.  She gave details on the planning permission required and 
works to be carried out by the Highways Authority.  She outlined details of the planned 
design and the impact to the surrounding area.   
 
 Individual members of the Panel made the following comments: 
 

 Concern about uneven surface levels on the area outside of the market hall. 

 Concern about the removal of two trees outside the market hall. 

 That the design was modern in contrast to the heritage style of the town hall and 
market hall.   

 It was pointed out that Accrington had other historical value as well as the history of 
the Accrington Pals and that this could also have been shown in the design.   

 That the political parties were provided with a briefing on the proposed plans 

 Request for information on the funding of the project. 

 Questions about ownership and agreements in place with Lancashire County 
Council in respect of issues such as maintenance etc.   

 
The Regeneration and Property Manager responded: 
 

 That the surface outside of the market hall would be laid to fall to ensure drainage.  

 The planning process would require the replacement of the two trees but locations 
for these was still to be decided.  The Tree Officer was a statutory consultee in 
respect of planning and had made some comments on the matter. She pointed out 
that the Chief Planning and Transportation Officer was aware and supportive of the 
proposal to remove trees, subject to a planning application and decision by Planning 
Committee. 
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 It was not considered unusual to have a modern design against a heritage 
background and that additional views/ideas should be emailed to the Townscape 
Heritage Initiative Officer. 

 Advised that approval for the scheme would be submitted to and sought from the 
Cabinet meeting on 7th December 2016 and be subject to planning permission.   

 That funding had been provided from Townscape Heritage Initiative of £2m, 
(Heritage Lottery Fund (£1.5 m) and the Council using Section 106 monies of 
£0.5m) plus £1m transitional funding and £350,000 S106 funding towards Peel 
Street and Blackburn Road improvements. 
 

Resolved - That the Regeneration and Housing Panel endorses the 
preferred option recommended for the proposed Town 
Square. 

 
101 Housing and Environmental Standards 

 
The Environmental Protection Manager submitted a report to update the Panel on actions 
taken by the Environmental Protection Team in relation to Land and Buildings that were 
detrimental to the amenity of the area during the period 1 September to 31 October 2016.  
He reported that 48 sites had been restored through interventions using both informal and 
formal actions. Updates had been provided on 50 sites with 14 new cases reported.  
Reference was made to the cases which had been referred to the legal team.  He reported 
that major improvements had been made and were continuing on the Imperial Hotel and 
pointed out that the owner of Oswald House had been prosecuted for not complying with 
Notices and works had now started.   
 
Councillors submitted the following comments: 

 Reference was made to fly tipping and on the land between Clarendon Street 
and the stables and asked what preventative action was being taken? 

 If any action had been taken on the row of shops located behind the Imperial 
Hotel? 

 Are the number of new cases being reported reducing in number? 
 How many dirty back yards was action being taken against? 

 
Responses given to the Councillors comments were as follows: 

 The Environmental Protection Manager reported that he would look into the 
problems of fly tipping in this area and report back to Councillor Plummer. 

 Progress and negotiations were continuing with the Planning Department in 
respect of the row of shops behind the Imperial Hotel. 

 There had been a reduction in the number of dirty back yards being reported 
which showed the impact of previous Council action. 

 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

102 Proposed Selective Licensing Designation 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing submitted a report to inform the Regeneration and 
Housing Panel on progress and activity taken for parts of Accrington and Church, to date, to 
consider a possible new designation of the Boroughs existing selective licensing scheme 
and the timetable and steps that need to be taken should a new designation be approved 
and implemented by December 2017. 
 
He explained that the existing Licensed Designation applied to parts of Accrington and 
Church and had been designated for a five year period which will end on the 30th 
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November 2017.  He indicated that a report would be submitted to Cabinet seeking consent 
to consult on a new designated area for licensing.  He referred to a change in legislation 
and informed the meeting that consent would be needed from the Secretary of State for the 
implementation of any selective licensing scheme covering more than 20% of a local 
authority’s geographical area or more than 20% of the private rented homes in the borough. 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing responded to a question from a Member of the 
Panel and reported that there had been a mixed reception to the introduction of the 
Selective Licensing Scheme from landlords and explained that the area was selected on 
the basis of low housing demand. 
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
  

103 Increasing Housing Supply 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing submitted a report to update the Panel on progress 
with new housing developments across the borough.  He reported that the strategic 
Huncoat housing and employment sites had been included in the Pennine Lancashire 
Housing Zone and given Housing Zone status by Government.  He reported that this would 
also give the Council priority access to a £18 million Government fund to bring the Huncoat 
Housing Zone to the point of delivery.  He pointed out that the Housing Zone would bring 
600 – 1000 new houses to the area under existing planning policy.  Subject to a masterplan 
and a partial review of the Council’s Core Strategy the number of houses delivered would 
increase up to a maximum 2000.   
 
Members of the Panel expressed concern about the impact the increase in housing would 
have on the borough and indicated that consideration would also need to be given to the 
effect on the local infrastructure and resources such as highways, schools etc.   
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing reported on the progress with Lyndon Park, Great 
Harwood and indicated that although there had been 4 tenders received, Keepmoat Homes 
Limited were the preferred bidder for the Council’s Lyndon Playing Fields land.  He 
explained that this was because they were the best tender for design and price for land.  He 
also pointed out that Gleeson Homes were building in Parker Place, Rishton with new 
homes being available from 2017.  Keepmoat had confirmed that the Steiner Street site 
was no longer viable and that the Council would be working with Keepmoat to find suitable 
finance.  Keepmoat are also planning the final phase of Phoenix 1D for 54 new homes.  
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

104 The One Public Estate Initiative 
 
The Estate Manager submitted a report to make the Panel aware that the Council had 
signed up to the One Public Estate initiative delivered in partnership by the Cabinet Office 
Government Property Unit and the Local Government Association.  The Panel were 
informed of the implications for Hyndburn Borough Council. 
 
The Head of Regeneration and Housing highlighted the work required in order to achieve 
Combined Authority status.  One benefit of the initiative was to manage assets of land more 
efficiently and get better use of publicly owned assets.  He informed the Panel that the 
Government had recommended that all asset information was collated and put together in 
one place using a piece of software which records all land in public ownership.  The aim to 
record all public land assets in Lancashire in this way.  He reported that the work was 
ongoing but it would need to be completed by the end of December 2016 as part of the 
process for getting Combined Authority status.  He explained that the initiative was about 
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managing public assets more efficiently and would lead to greater incentives and 
successes in bidding for funding on a Lancashire basis.  
 
Resolved - That the report be noted. 
 

105 Urgent Business 
 
There was no urgent business. 
 

106 Time and Date of Future Meetings: 
 
Resolved - That the next meeting of the Regeneration and Housing 

Panel be held on Monday, 23rd January 2017. 
 

 
 
 
 


